
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Allhallowtide 2018 
 
 
Dear Holy Apostles, 
 
Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.  This autumn has been a busy and joyful time at 
Church of the Holy Apostles.  Since late September, we’ve celebrated two weddings, a baptism, a 
celebration of new ministry, our 50th anniversary as a self-sustaining parish, and the 150th anniversary 
of our mother parish, Holy Apostles and the Mediator in Philadelphia.   
 
Now we come to the time of year we call stewardship season, a period of reflection and prayer about 
the ways in which God might be calling us to support this parish family in the coming year (2019).  
The theme I have chosen for this year’s stewardship season is Heritage and Hope.   
 
Recently, I have been reading and reflecting the history of our parish, and writing about it for the 
“Acts of the Apostles.”  This has made me think a lot about our heritage.  Our heritage includes all 
the good that our forebears in faith in this place have done: all their prayers, all their good deeds, all 
their hopes and dreams, as well as their pains and sorrows.  It includes the memorials they left here, 
and the stewardship of resources they carried out.  They passed down to us our physical plant, our 
beautiful worship space, and a particular ethos.  More broadly, we are beneficiaries of the heritage of 
the Christian faith that has been passed down, generation after generation, for 2,000 years.  This 
includes our sacred Scripture, our sacraments and traditions, our songs, our prayers, our artwork and 
cultural frame of reference.  All of this and more is our heritage as Christians and members of 
Church of the Holy Apostles, Penn Wynne.  It is all worth cherishing.  In our baptismal liturgy we 
promise to “continue in the Apostle’s teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
prayers.”  Honoring, cherishing, and perpetuating the good parts of our heritage is our responsibility 
as followers of Jesus.  This work is full of hope, and there is much to be hopeful about. 
 
God is up to something here at Holy Apostles.  We are filled with energy and excitement as we look 
for ways to join in what God is doing.  Our fellowship is growing in number, even as we are growing 
in love and deepening our faith together.  Bishop Gutiérrez will confirm 8 young people when he 
visits us in December.  We are making new friends and forging new partnerships in the 
neighborhood and the city.  We are reaching out to our community in new ways, including the Holy 
Apostles Choir School that will launch in 2019.  And we are determined to continue our faithful and 
important Gospel work, like Connect-by-Night and the Darby Mission.   
 
 

      (continued on other side) 
 



So, during this time let us celebrate our heritage together, not to get stuck in the past, but in order to 
inspire gratitude to God for this present moment and to inform our hopefulness as we look toward 
the future.   
 
With a spirit of gratitude, I encourage each of us to consider ways that we can contribute our time, 
talent, and treasure toward furthering and participating in what God is doing in this place at this 
time.  Please prayerfully consider your contribution and fill out the enclosed pledge card.  We will be 
gathering the pledges on Sunday, November 18th.  After service on that day, we will celebrate our 
Heritage and Hope with a festive all-parish luncheon.  May God richly bless you and may God’s 
peace be with you. 

 
 
Faithfully yours, 
 
 
 
 
The Rev. James R. Stambaugh 


