
Stories
Ours + Others’ + God’s



The authority 
of Scripture and 
the Word of 
God

• The authority of Scripture and its meaning does not lie 
in its words but in the person about whom it speaks: 
Jesus.  

• Christ is the treasure hidden in the field of Scripture.  
All Scripture is a treasury in which to find and articulate 
the mystery of Christ.



The Cross of Christ: 
Axis Mundi
• The Cross is the axis around which the world turns.

• The Cross sheds light backward and forward on all 
scripture.

• The Cross sheds light backward and forward on all 
history.

• The Cross is the beginning and the end of the story. 

• The Passion is God’s story and the content and 
meaning of Scripture.  



• How can 
Scripture—even 
difficult Scripture--
be like honey on 
our lips?
• How can enter 

“the strange world 
of Scripture” and 
make its story our 
story?  



Baptism is 
participation in Jesus’ 
story
Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we have been buried with him by 
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. (Romans 6:3-5)



• In baptism our story is irrevocably tied to Jesus’ 
story.  We become join-heirs with Christ, because 

if we suffer with Him we shall also be glorified 
with Him.

• We enact Jesus’ story in our lives through the 
breaking of bread and opening the Scriptures 
(Luke 24); through fellowship, the apostle’s 

teaching, and prayer (Baptismal covenant; Acts 2)
All of this helps us to enact our baptismal 

covenant and become more like Christ.  



Praying the Psalms
• The psalms are about Jesus.
• The psalms were already 

understood to be Messianic, 
the songs of David about the 
Messiah who would bring 
about and complete the work 
he began.
• Jesus understands and frames 

central aspects of his own 
incarnation and life through the 
psalms. 
• After the resurrection, his 

disciples do also.  



The Psalms 
Frame Jesus’ 
Identity as the 
Messiah

41 Now while the Pharisees were 
gathered together, Jesus asked them this 
question: 42 “What do you think of the 
Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said 
to him, “The son of David.” 43 He said to 
them, “How is it then that David by the 
Spirit calls him Lord, saying,
44 ‘The LORD said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,

until I put your enemies under your 
feet”’?       (Psalm 110:1)
45 If David thus calls him Lord, how can 
he be his son?” 46 No one was able to 
give him an answer, nor from that day 
did anyone dare to ask him any more 
questions. (Matthew 22:41-46)



Christ’s Passion is 
Framed through the 
Psalms

When Jesus expressed his anguish 
on the cross with the words 
of Psalm 22, he highlighted one of 
the precious facets of the Psalms in 
general, namely, that as songs they 
uniquely convey the inward depths 
of the soul, and especially of 
Christ’s soul. Not only do the 
Psalms help shape our response to 
God in the trials and joys of life, 
then, but they also reveal to us 
something of the inner life of Jesus 
Christ, glimpses we do not have 
through the Gospels alone. 
–L. Michael Morales

“My God my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” 

Psalm 22:1
Matthew 27:46 



Christ’s Passion is 
Framed through the 
Psalms

“Into your hands I 
commend my spirit.” 
Psalm 31:5
Luke 23:46



How can this be 
honey on our lips?

The psalms are the framework 
for Jesus’ life.
The psalms are the framework 
for Church’s prayer.
Thus, the psalms--creatively 
applied in the life of the Church--
are part of what brings Christians 
into participation with the life of 
Christ.
Compline



Compline• Compline began in Monasteries in the 4th century. 
• It is the 7th Hour of the Divine Office.
• “Seven times a day do I praise you…” Psalm 119:164
• St. Benedict describes it for his monks in his rule.
• Elements of Compline were moved to Evening Prayer 

in the first Prayer Book.  
• Compline as a separate service made its way back to 

Anglican Prayer Books in the early 20th century.
• Our Compline service is very similar to St. Benedict’s 

with a couple of additions and several prayers moved 
around.  



ComplineCompline is preparation for sleep…

and for death.

Through Compline (and other prayers)we 
shape our desires and affections to be in 
alignment with Jesus.
In part, this happens through our 
immersion into the psalms, 
Christologically understood.



Next Week…

• Spiritual Autobiographies


