
 
 

 
Thanksgiving Eve 

 
 

An Order of Worship,  
Praise and Thanksgiving 

 
 
 

The 25th of November 
In the year of our Lord 

2020 
 

7 PM 
(pre-recorded) 

 
  



2 
 

Order of Worship,  
Praise and Thanksgiving 

 
 
The Officiant greets the people with these words. 
   Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Officiant Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one 

body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs to God.  And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  Colossians 3:15-17 

 
 
Candles are lit while the hymn is sung 
Hymn #433              We  gather together 
All stand as able                           CHA Virtual Choir 
 

During this time of COVID-19, we ask that the congregation refrain from singing. 
 
 

We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; 
he chastens and hastens his will to make known; 

the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing: 
sing praises to his Name; he forgets not his own. 

 
 Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 

ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine; 
so from the beginning the fight we were winning: 

thou, Lord, wast at our side: all glory be thine! 
 

We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, 
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be. 

Let thy congregation escape tribulation: 
thy Name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 

 
 
Collect for Thanksgiving 
 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Officiant      Let us pray. 

 
Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their 
season and for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards 
of your great bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in 
need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People   Amen. 
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Psalm 145  Exaltabo te, Deus -  
 
1 I will extol you, my God and King, 

    and bless your name forever and ever. 

2 Every day I will bless you, 

    and praise your name forever and ever. 

3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 

    his greatness is unsearchable. 

4 One generation shall laud your works to another, 

    and shall declare your mighty acts. 

5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 

    and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

6 The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed, 

    and I will declare your greatness. 

7 They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, 

    and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 

8 The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

9 The LORD is good to all, 

    and his compassion is over all that he has made. 

10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

    and all your faithful shall bless you. 

11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, 

    and tell of your power, 

12 to make known to all people your mighty deeds, 

    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

    and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

The LORD is faithful in all his words, 

    and gracious in all his deeds. 

14 The LORD upholds all who are falling, 

    and raises up all who are bowed down. 

15 The eyes of all look to you, 

    and you give them their food in due season. 

16 You open your hand, 

    satisfying the desire of every living thing. 

17 The LORD is just in all his ways, 

    and kind in all his doings. 
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18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, 

    to all who call on him in truth. 

19 He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; 

    he also hears their cry, and saves them. 

20 The LORD watches over all who love him, 

    but all the wicked he will destroy. 

21 My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 

    and all flesh will bless his holy name forever and ever. 

 
 
Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24   
 
Reader  A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
 
But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you, and have charge of you 
in the Lord and admonish you; esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among 
yourselves. And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, 
be patient with all of them. See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one 
another and to all. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but 
test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.  
 
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound 
and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do 
this. 
 
Here ends the reading 
 
 
Hymn #290        Come, ye thankful people, come 
All stand as able  
 

During this time of COVID-19, we ask that the congregation refrain from singing. 
 

 
Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home; 

All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide for our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 
 

All the world is God’s own field, fruit unto his praise to yield; 
wheat and tares together sown, unto joy or sorrow grown: 

first the blade, and then the ear then the full corn shall appear: 
grant, O harvest Lord, that we wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 
For the Lord our God shall come, and shall take his harvest home; 

from his field shall in that day all offenses purge away; 
give his angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast 

but the fruitful ears to store in his garner evermore. 
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Even so, Lord, quickly come to thy final harvest home; 
gather thou thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin; 

there, for ever purified, in thy presence to abide; 
come, with all thine angels come, raise the glorious harvest home. 

 
 
Homily                        The Rev. James Stambaugh 
The people sit 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
Officiant and People together, all standing 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Litany of Thanksgiving 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 
Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us. 
 
For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea. 
We thank you, Lord. 
 
For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ, 
We thank you, Lord. 
 
For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, 
We thank you, Lord. 
 
For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 
We thank you, Lord. 
 
For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 
We thank you, Lord. 
 
For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity, 
We thank you, Lord. 
 



6 
 

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 
We thank you, Lord. 
 
For the communion of saints, in all times and places, 
We thank you, Lord. 
 
Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and 
promises given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the 
Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 
The People may add their own petitions. 
 
Officiant Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our ancestors, creator of the changes of day and 

night, giving rest to the weary, renewing the strength of those who are spent, bestowing 
upon us occasions of song in the evening. As you have protected us in the day that is past, 
so be with us in the coming night; keep us from every sin, every evil, and every fear; for 
you are our light and salvation, and the strength of our life. To you be glory for endless 
ages.  

People Amen. 

 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
 
Officiant and People together  
 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We 
thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, 
for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. 

 
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care 
which surrounds us on every side. 
 
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for 
leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 
 
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to 
acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
 
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word 
and the example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he 
overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; and 
for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
 
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him 
known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to 
you in all things. Amen. 

 
 

The Blessing 
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Hymn #291                We plow the fields 
All stand as able  
 

During this time of COVID-19, we ask that the congregation refrain from singing. 
 

 
We plow the fields, and scatter the good seed on the land, 

but it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand; 
he sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain, 

the breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain. 
 

Refrain: 
All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above; 
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love. 

 
He only is the Maker of all things near and far; 

he paints the wayside flower, he lights the evening star; 
the winds and waves obey him, by him the birds are fed; 
much more to us, his children, he gives our daily bread. 

Refrain 
 

We thank thee, then, O Father, for all things bright and good, 
the seedtime and the harvest, our life, our health, our food: 

the gifts we have to offer are what thy love imparts, 
but chiefly thou desirest our humble thankful hearts. 

Refrain 
 
 
The Dismissal  
 
Officiant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
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