
Now I have put my words in your mouth.  See, today I appoint you over nations and over 
kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.   
Jeremiah 1:9-10 
 
After two destructive years of pandemic, our focus this year as a parish will be to heal, (re)build, and 
to plant. But this includes clearing away some of the rubble of unhelpful structures which have been 
destroyed during the pandemic. If, perhaps, our over-confidence in our individuality and our 
delusions of total self-sufficiency have been overthrown (or at least undermined) during this time, 
these are the sorts of things that present an opportunity to clear away what has gone before to make 
room for a new and healthier version of ourselves - ones that recognize our deep interconnectedness 
and our need for one another and for God.   
 
The first step toward healing is to recognize what we have lost, to recognize that things will not go 
back to the way they were before pandemic, and leave space for lament. The psalms are a great guide 
for this. If anyone is doubtful whether it is okay to lament, to be upset with God, to express the 
whole range of human emotion in the face of suffering, just read the psalms.  
 
We can and should lament that over 800,000 people in our country have died from COVID. We can 
and should lament our own personal losses, and the losses of this parish church. However, always 
paired with Christian lament is Christian hope. Christian hope is never unrealistic, but it emerges 
from the realization that God is present and that God is doing something in the midst of this 
upheaval. God is with us and God is calling us to clear away what is holding us back and to heal.  
We are called to rebuild. We are called to plant something new.   
 
Programmatically and liturgically, this year’s focus on healing will include: 
 

o Services to lament and pray for those who have died because of COVID, disaster, 
and upheaval. 

o Re-instituting Healing Prayer during our 10am Sunday Eucharist as soon as possible. 
o Re-instituting the Common Cup at Eucharist on Easter Day. 
o Looking for ways to support healers in our community. 

 
As we look to re-build and to plant new things, it will be important that we listen and pay careful 
attention to our neighborhoods and communities to see and to hear what our neighbors need for 
their flourishing and their healing.   
 
What we are doing - our livestreaming, our outdoor services, our outreach and more - brings us 
visitors. People will be curious about what makes us tick. We need to be ready to give an account of 
who we are and why we do what we do as a parish, and we need to be ready to welcome new people 
in our midst. Then, we need to be prepared to extend beyond welcome in order to make newer 
people feel like they belong. This will mean building the structures and the processes that help us 
build relationships and examine structures and processes that might get in the way of that.   
 
We will continue to utilize our online services as tools for connection but we need to look for ways 
of going deeper. We must ensure that we are not simply producing viewers or consumers but rather 
connected participants in what God is doing in this community. Christianity is an embodied faith, 
we need to worship God in a holistic way, and we need face to face interactions with God’s people, 
and our neighbors. 



 
Through family services, confirmation class, and other means we will continue to focus on children 
and families.  As we are able to move past the restrictions of COVID, we will need to look toward 
re-building our children’s programming and spaces, including our nursery. We will need to renew 
our attention to Sunday School and dream about ways to nurture our children in the faith in 
sustainable ways going forward.   
 
My invitation to all members of this parish is this: open your hearts to God’s healing presence.  
Come to church and expect God to meet you and to bind up the wounds - emotional, physical, and 
spiritual - that you have suffered in this difficult time. Open your hearts to the healthy process of 
change, toward rebuilding and planting, toward the practice of Christian hope and toward expecting 
to see God do wonderful things in our midst.   


