
Annual Report 2021 - Outreach 

 

Throughout 2021 we continued to serve our existing ministries in old and new ways, saw some 
changes in a long-standing partner, and developed a new outreach opportunity with the 
inception of Apostle’s Cup Coffee. 

Darby Mission 

Food Pantry:  Contributions to the food pantry changed mid-year. Instead of a long list of 
possible staple items, we went to directed giving. Rev. Doris selected one food item that was 
sorely needed and that’s what we provided: Honey Nut Cheerios, PopTarts and Pasta sauce 
were our first three items. Our goal is to provide at least 50 of any requested item and we more 
than exceeded that each time. Due to COVID, the pantry was suspended for a few months, but 
will be back in February with our collection item being hearty soups. 

Darby Dinners: Dinners returned in July (we sponsored – 113 persons served) through January 
(we filled in on emergency basis with 100 boxed dinners). We also helped out at the last minute 
in August when some CHA members jumped in at the last minute to cover for a cancelling 
sponsor. Dinners are expected to return again in March, although we are not scheduled to 
sponsor that date at this time. 

Park Lane Elementary/Summer Camp/After School Program: We provided summer camp 
supplies for 40 students each for a writing program and two science programs: photosynthesis 
and space exploration. Prior to the start of the school year we were able to supply them with 37 
backpacks (had promised 25) filled with school supplies and some additional backup supplies. 
The backpacks were blessed prior to delivery in an afternoon service on the lawn. Board games 
– Chutes & Ladders, Candyland, Uno and Connect Four – along with jigsaw puzzles for the after-
school program. Also provided period products and personal care items for upper elementary 
age children. Neckties and shoelaces were also collected for tying lessons. 

Police Reading Project:  This program started with the delivery of boxes of children’s books to 
be given to officers to carry in the patrol cars and give out to children they met along their 
rounds. It is intended to foster good relations between the police and children. This idea grew 
into a project of having officers come to the rec center to read certain books to the children and 
then provide copies of those same books to the kids to keep. The reading to the children has yet 
to take place – some of it is a coordination issue and some is a hesitancy on the part of the 
officers but we will continue to pursue this into the new year.  

Project Share (Connect by Night) 

The COVID situation severely affected the Connect by Night program we have been associated 
with for the last 2 decades. By June of 2021, the overnight shelter program was completely 
disbanded and morphed into a day program in the same location at 7200 Chestnut St Upper 
Darby known as Project Share. This day program runs every day from 8am-8pm (except federal 
holidays) and provides shelter from the elements and simple daily lunches. Many of the clients 
are not homeless but all are food insecure. 



Beginning in July we have been providing weekly lunches every other month (July, September, 
November) and continued that pattern into 2022 with lunches in January and planned lunches 
for March. We started with cold cut sandwiches and snacks, moved to grilled cheese as the 
temperature dropped.  

In addition to lunches, we have provided books, hula hoops, jump ropes, sweatpants (33 pair) 
and t-shirts (31). With the winter months, we have meet requests for heavy coats and masks 

Advent bags were delivered during Advent – these are sturdy canvas bags that included 
personal care items, gloves, hats and socks. Prior to delivery, Fr. James asked God’s blessing 
on these items as part of the 2nd Advent Eucharist service. 

St Mary’s Pantry 

This year we were able to contribute $500 in grocery gift cards, along with some requested 
staple items for their pantry. 

Apostle’s Cup - House Cup Coffee Roasters 

The project to create our own special label coffee began in January and Apostle’s Cup was 
finally introduced to the congregation and the public  on December 5. While things were still in 
progress, we had House Cup Coffee Roasters provide their own house blend of coffee for our 
modified coffee hour as part of “Jesus & Donuts on the lawn”. It has been very well received, 
although we need to continue to come up with ways to maintain interest. Four dollars of every 
bag purchased is set aside specifically for the Darby Mission. Our first check for $260 (65 bags 
sold) was sent to the mission for use at their discretion. 


