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When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, 

they shall not overwhelm you.        Isaiah 43:2 

 

 Like many of us, I felt overwhelmed sometimes in 2021. Life did not 

happen as expected. A normal start to the Church year didn’t happen; instead 

Covid-19 remains on the scene.  

 The words of Isaiah remind us that others have faced tough times — 

objectively, tougher times that we face today. Difficult passages “through the 

waters” have existed before and will again after our Covid era recedes from 

memory.  

 Throughout 2021, Holy Apostles gave us the chance to “not fear” in 

companionship with each other and with God. We worked together on many joint 

efforts to build a better community. Before turning to some of the more 

memorable events in 2021, it’s important to realize how much goes on weekly at 

our Church.  

 Any given Sunday finds choir members practicing hymns and anthems as 

Paul Emmons works with them to polish the music of the day. Already on the 

altar are the floral arrangements assembled in place by the Altar Guild.  

Members of the tech committee set up lights to permit the live-streaming of the 

service. Service leaflets prepared by the Church administrator rest at the front of 



the Church for ushers to distribute. Underlying these visible efforts are unseen 

work by others that support the Church’s finances and building itself.  

 A focus on relationships has been part of the life of Holy Apostles all 

through 2021. One constant has been outreach work helping people in need. We 

have a long friendship with the Darby Mission and Rev. Doris Rajagopal, who 

works with Darby residents daily. 

 One highlight this year was hosting a July dinner at the Darby Recreation 

Center during a short summer break in Covid. Folks from Holy Apostles grilled 

burgers, assembled meal platters, and kept things tidy. They also had a chance 

to sit down and enjoy dinner with neighbors from Darby.  

 Other efforts to assist Darby residents included putting together backpacks 

for school children there. For a time colorful backpacks rested on the back pews 

as stacks of school supplies grew week by week. Finally, after a blessing by 

Father James, parishioners placed the backpacks on the first leg of a trip to 

Darby.  

Members of Holy Apostles have also been making meals on a regular 

basis for Project Share, an evolution of the former Connect by Night shelter.  

Covid has made hosting shelter residents at Holy Apostles impossible. However, 

leadership by Cassie Woestman has made it possible for us to provide meals to 

Project Share participants to help them get through the day.    

   Holy Apostles also worked to make friends in the greater Penn 

Wynne/Havertown community, thanks to efforts by Father James, his spouse 



Deb Stambaugh, the Philly Goat Project, and some friendly goats. The work of 

the goats was to munch invasive plants at the back of Holy Apostles. Kids around 

Penn Wynne and Havertown took turns walking the goats around the grounds, 

into the neighboring park, and on a walk through the neighborhood. The goats 

won friends as at least one family has traced their arrival at the Church to the 

goats’ travels.  

 Responding to parents’ requests, this past fall Father James began 

outdoor services at 9 a.m. on Sundays.  The service has been popular from the 

start, but has expanded its reach over the last months of 2021. One improvement 

was to add propane heaters, added to fight late fall’s chill.  A second was adding 

low power FM radio so we could listen to the service from cars.  A third was to 

add a big tent. Putting the tent up required many hands, including those of all the 

Delevan family, to hammer stakes, raise tent poles and lift the canopy into place.  

As many as 85 people enjoyed the tent at the Christmas Eve Family Service, 

where attendance was standing room only.  

 The move to an early morning service also led to a 9:30 a.m. early coffee 

hour, which has helped to introduce Holy Apostles’ own coffee, Apostle’s Cup. A 

Havertown coffee house, House Cup, has worked to develop for us our own 

brand.  Each purchase of a bag of coffee results in a $4 donation to the Darby 

Mission. The coffee serves as an example of Holy Apostles’ members working to 

build better relationships with our neighbors and the wider world.  



 The above are only a few examples of the work of the Holy Apostles’ 

family during 2021. Throughout the year, Vestry members continued to meet to 

talk about and plan new opportunities for Holy Apostles. We owe thanks to the 

following retiring Vestry members  for their years of service: 

● Suzanne Lees, who has worked tirelessly over the years to provide us with 

great food and fellowship;  

● Mike Johnson, who has kept Vestry meeting on track and on time for three 

years; and 

● Meg Delevan, under whose leadership multiple construction projects came 

into being this year.  

Finally, thanks are very much due to Father James, who has guided  us through 

two years of the pandemic with creative and inspirational leadership. He has led 

a dozen or so services per week, and expanded Holy Apostles’ reach through the 

use of an old-fashioned medium, radio, as well as the internet.  It’s possible to 

stay in touch with doings at the Church no matter what the weather, the state of 

Covid-19,  or your location. We owe him thanks for a job well done.  

  

Respectfully, 

 

Peter Patton 


