THE APOSTLE
August 2022

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
In late August and early September, I am planning to go on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land with a group led by Bishop
Daniel. Jean and Katie Gentile will be fellow pilgrims on the journey. The itinerary will be similar to the trip Deborah
and I took in 2019 (with some signi cant differences). Our home base for much the trip will be St. George’s
Cathedral guest house in East Jerusalem, with a few days spent staying at a monastery in Nazareth in Galilee. We’ll
visit the Holy Sepulchre in Old City Jerusalem, Bethlehem, the Jordan River, Jericho, and ruins of Caesarea Philippi
among many other places. Other highlights include 1. catching up with my friend and seminary classmate, the Rev.
Canon Wadie Far, who has recently been appointed the Canon Pastor of St. George’s Cathedral, 2. the Sunday that
we will worship with the congregation of St. Andrew’s Anglican church in Ramallah, and 3. visiting Taybeh, a small
Palestinian Christian village that is home to one of the only, and de nitely the best craft brewery in the entire region.
I am very excited about returning to a place with which I immediately fell in love. Jerusalem, from my limited
perspective at least, is surely the most interesting and important city in the world. Yet, to be honest, I was reticent
and a little anxious to sign up. My letter of agreement as Rector generously provides for 2 weeks of professional
development time each year. For several years I have not taken this time—there weren’t a lot of professional
development opportunities during the pandemic anyway! When I was generously presented with an opportunity to
go on this pilgrimage by the bishop, it seemed like a perfect chance to use the professional development time. But,
when it comes to actually going through with it—leaving the parish, leaving my family—it’s not easy. Leaving creates
complications and problems for those who have to cover my responsibilities, and frankly, it creates a lot of guilt for
me. I am having similar feelings about planning to use my sabbatical time this Fall (more on that in an upcoming
newsletter). But, wise people in my life (my wife foremost among them) have urged me to use the time and
opportunities that have been generously provided to me because they exist for a reason. Simply put, sometimes you
need a break. Sometimes you need a spiritual jolt to shake you out of a dif cult time. Clergy are not exempt from that
need. A spiritual jolt is exactly what a pilgrimage is. This will not be a tourist trip, or a vacation, it will be the
opportunity to have a revolution of the heart, a chance to reconnect with the very center of our living faith.
I am very grateful to the vestry, to my family, and to Bishop Daniel for giving me this opportunity. I plan to nd ways
to share this pilgrimage with the parish both during and after. I’ll be bringing our monthly updated Parish Intercession
sheet with me on the pilgrimage, but if there are special prayer intentions that you would like me to pray at the spots
where it all happened—the spots where our Savior lived, taught, died, and rose again—please send them to via
email or text. It will be an honor to carry your prayers with mine to the Holy Land.

In this Issue:
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land …..……………….……1
August Calendar & Birthdays ….……...................… 2
Calendar Notes ………………………..……...……... 3

Outreach Notes …..…………………….…………. 4
Scenes from a Baptism …………………………... 5
An Archivist’s View .……………………..………... 6
In Other News …………………………………….. 7

Parish Prayer List …….………...………...………………....Insert

August 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6
Feast of the
Transfiguration

HE = Holy
Eucharist
MP = Morning
Prayer
9:15
7:30
7
9th Sunday after
Pentecost-Proper 14

9 Family Service
10 HE Rite 2
7:30 Compline
14
10th Sunday after
Pentecost-Proper 15

9 Family Service
10 HE Rite 2
7:30 Compline

9:15
7:30

8

9:15
7:30
7:30

MP Rite 2
Vocal
Motive
Compline

9:15
6:30
7:30

MP Rite 2
Compline

9:15
7:30

9

9:15
7:30

15
Feast of St Mary,
the Virgin

21
11th Sunday after
Pentecost-Proper 16
Combined
Service
11 Vestry Mtg
7:30 Compline

MP Rite 2
Compline

10

MP Rite 2
Compline

22

17

MP Rite 2
Compline
23

9:30

9:15
7:30

28
12th Sunday after
Pentecost-Proper 17

9 Family Service
10 HE Rite 2
7:30 Compline

MP Rite 2
Compline

9:15
7:30

29

MP Rite 2
Compline

9:15
7:30

30

Compline

9 HE Rite 2
7:30 Compline

12

7:30

18

Compline

13

7:30

19

9:15 MP Rite 2
7
Havertown 9:15 MP Rite 2
Village
11
Bible Study
7:30 Compline 7:30 Compline
24
Feast of
St Bartholomew

7:30

11

9:15 MP Rite 2
12 Prayer
9:15 MP Rite 2
Guild Mtg 11
Bible Study
7:30 Compline 7:30 Compline

16

MP Rite 2
HE Rite 2 9:15
Compline 7:30

9:15 MP Rite 2
MP Rite 2 11
Bible Study
Compline 7:30 Compline

25

7:30

Compline

20

7:30

26

9:15 MP Rite 2
MP Rite 2 11
Bible Study
Compline 7:30 Compline

6 Happy Hour
7:30 Compline

Compline

7:30

7:30

31

Compline

7:30

Compline

August Birthdays:
1st
5th
9th

Kathy Byrne
Chloe Forker
Katherine Powers
Natalie Wherry

11th
14th
15th
16th

Roy Withrow
Michael Zorc
Wyatt Delevan
Val Brokes
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17th
18th
27th
28th

Compline
27
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Pilgrimage
August 26 September 6
7:30

Compline

Patty Wertz
Paul Hughes
Matt Dupre
Michelle Gallagher
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Calendar Notes
F

S

Our Family service con nues on Sundays at 9 . This 25-minute service is designed for
our Sunday School aged children, but everyone is welcome to a end. It is a great op on
for those who are not currently comfortable a ending services inside. Recent services
have included pink garden tools, refrigerator le overs and a banana. We even have
parking for scooters!
D

O

M
P
is held in the church at 9:15
every Monday through Thursday. This
15-20 minute service is an excellent way to start your day. Please make plans to join us as
you are able!
C
is held via Zoom every night beginning at 7:30
. The link can be found on the Realm Events Calendar, in
the weekly Acts email, or you can contact the church oﬃce: HolyApostlesPA@gmail.com - 610-642-6617
S

D

A

F
T
-S
,A
6 9:00
“And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white.” - Luke
9:29 The Feast of the Transﬁgura on will be celebrated with a rite of Holy Eucharist beginning at 9:00am. Join us in
person or via livestream.
F
S M
,T V
-M
,A
15 6:30
Mary the mother of Jesus has been an object of venera on in the church since the apostolic age. The following events
of her life are in the NT: her betrothal to Joseph; the annuncia on by the angel that she would be the mother of the
Messiah; her visit to Elizabeth, the mother of John the Bap st; the birth of Jesus; the visits of the shepherds and the
wise men; the presenta on of Jesus in the temple; the ﬂight into Egypt; the visit to Jerusalem when Jesus was twelve
years old; the wedding at Cana; an occasion when Mary and Jesus' brothers asked to speak to him while he was
speaking to the people; the cruciﬁxion when Jesus commended her to John; and the mee ng with the apostles in the
upper room a er the Ascension. Excerpted from “An Episcopal Dic onary of the Church, A User Friendly Reference for
Episcopalians,” Don S. Armentrout and Robert Boak Slocum, editors. Join us at 6:30pm in person or via livestream for
our service of the Holy Eucharist commemora ng this feast day.
H
H
-F
,A
26, 6:00
Join us on the lawn for Happy Hour fellowship! Bring beverages and snacks for yourself, or a li le extra to share!

Church Office Hours
Mondays
Tuesdays
Fridays

10
10
9

- 12
-3
- 12

Weekly hours are posted in the Acts of the Apostles email
and will reflect any adjustments to the hours noted above.
To reach Katie Gentile, Parish Admin - HolyApostlesPA@gmail.com - 610-642-6617
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Outreach Notes
Project Share
For August, we will be continuing to supply weekly lunches to Project
Share consisting of tomato pies, salty snacks and cold drinks.
You can participate by:
·

making a donation to Outreach/Project Share lunches to help defray
the cost of the pizzas, the snacks and/or cold drinks

·

providing sweet treats to be included in the delivery - brownies,
cookies, cupcakes, etc.

Darby Mission Food Giveaway
Collection items for August: Peanut Butter, Jelly, and Breakfast Cereal
Deadline: August 16th
Peanut butter is hard to nd on the grocery shelves these days, which is one of the reasons we’re being asked to
help provide it this month. And jelly is just a necessary go-with, right? We’ve conquered the breakfast cereal
challenge plenty of times. There are no speci c flavor requests this time but past favorites have been Honey Nut
Cheerios, Frosted Flakes, and Life.
The number of folks bene tting from the monthly Darby Mission Food Giveaway is growing from a previous
average of 150/month to over 160 in July. So every bit we can contribute helps our neighbors in Darby.

It’s School Supplies Time!
Once again in 2022 we would like to help provide the children at Park Lane Elementary School with some of the
supplies they’ll need to successfully complete the coming school year. If you can help with this supply drive, we kindly
ask that you bring your donations to the church no later than Sunday, August 21. This will allow us ample time to
inventory what we’ve received, put out a special call for those items still in need, and get the backpacks lled and
delivered in time for the start of the school year.
When providing supplies, it is most helpful for crayons, markers and pencils to be in smaller quantity boxes as noted
below for inclusion in the backpacks. Larger packages and any extra items collected will be provided to teachers for
their distribution throughout the year.
Here are our goals:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

25 backpacks
25 boxes crayons (24 per pack)
25 boxes ‘Colors of the World’ crayons (24 per pack)
25 boxes markers (8-10 per pack)
25 boxes #2 pencils (12 per pack)
50 1-subject spiral notebooks or marbled
composition books
50 glue sticks

As the children are of elementary age - including
kindergarten - some smaller backpacks will be needed.
Items may be dropped off in the back pews of the church or near the CAN-estoga wagon. If you are buying online you
can choose to ship items to the church. Please mark the package as Attention: Outreach.

Thank you!
Cassie Woestman, Outreach Chairperson, contact info:
Email: grammysqrd@gmail.com
Phone/Text: 610-608-5440
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Scenes from a Baptism
Q. What is Holy Baptism?

A. Holy Baptism is the sacrament by which God adopts us as his children and
makes us members of Christ’s Body, the Church, and inheritors of the kingdom
of God.
—from “An Outline of the Faith”, BCP p. 858
On Sunday, July 24, we were privileged to participate in the baptism of
Caroline McGhee. The McGhee’s - Jason & Laura and their daughters Anna,
Margaret, and Caroline - are regular attenders at our 9AM Family Service of
“Jesus & Donuts” under the tent. While most of the service was held in the
Parish Hall due to excessive heat and the joy of air conditioning in that part of
the building, there is just no substitute for baptizing using the font. And so we
processed down the hall for this important ritual. And then tromped right back
to the a/c and some special treats to mark the occasion (after communion, of
course)!
Caroline, we receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ
cruci ed, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.
-from the Rite of Holy Baptism, BCP p. 308

Photos:
Top left: Fr. James explaining to
Caroline his plans for this basin of
water. Photo Credit: Bob O’Shea,
maternal grandfather

Bottom left: Another explanation,
this time about the chrism (the oil
used in anointing). Photo Credit:
Linda Day
Bottom right: The happy family, left
to right - Margaret, Caroline with her
candle, Laura, Jason and Anna.
Photo Credit: Bob O’Shea

Know your Vestry!
Do you have a question about an
area of ministry within the church?
Do you want to nd a way to
participate in the decision making
process at CHA?
Talk to a vestry member to learn
more about any area of interest.
There is always room for another
volunteer!

MINISTRY TEAM

CHAIR/LIAISON

CONTACT INFO

Education

Peter Patton

pmpatton307@gmai.com

Fellowship

David Lees

pdavidlees@gmail.com

Finance

Judi Kraft

kraft@chop.edu

Good News

Linda Day

lindambday@gmail.com

Outreach

Cassie Woestman

grammysqrd@gmail.com

Property

Annette Smith

agsmith5@verizon.net

Technology

Jean Gentile

jean@thegentiles.com

Worship

Toni Meiers

tlmeiers@verizon.net
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An Archivist’s View by Thomas Swain
Sale? Dream? Stewardship? Library?
These four words seem unrelated. They are signi cant words in the context
of our church. These words can be used in writing our history or celebrating
our community.
The original Holy Apostles that started in 1868 was built on property at
21st and Christian Streets in South Philadelphia. In the early 1940s, the
Vestry placed the property for sale. There was a dream that the strong,
emotional, and spiritual community would be reestablished in a new Holy
Apostles. Some architectural contents like the pulpit and baptismal font
were stored until that new time. Meanwhile, the Church of the Holy Apostles
merged with its chapel of the Mediator and became the Church of the Holy
Apostles and the Mediator. The merged churches held the dream and were
stewards of the money and physical materials for a new church that was
eventually established in the Penn Wynne area.

CHA - 1950’s

Our initial gathering of the Church of the Holy Apostles was in the Penn Wynne library and continued there regularly
for worship until there was a dedicated church building for a newly formed congregation. Thus, on Christmas Eve,
1950, our rst service on site was in an empty framework of a parish building with a floor, roof, and walls. Candles
and heavy coats suf ced for warmth and light that evening.
This history is written in The First Ninety Years of the Parish of the Holy Apostles 1868-1958. There is no other
of cially written history of our church community. However, through the efforts of Nancy Haas and Father James,
signi cant historical documents, photographs, ledger books, and writings were collected and placed in several
Banker Boxes to preserve our history. A temporary measure.
I examined the gathered historical materials and suggested a project to show how to place these items in an archival
environment that preserves our history. I needed to demonstrate my leadership abilities as part of my application for
Holy Orders. Some photographs and written reports were placed in appropriate containers with acid and lignum-free
folders or envelopes to preserve them safely. This would be a template for further work with our historical items.

Maybe you did not know Holy Apostles has an archive and are surprised to discover we do. Archives are important to
our identity as a church. It informs us of who we were, where we came from, and who helped us get started. It also
enlightens our future. We can consult our past for information and tips if we plan a project. Our archives also inform
us of the struggles and pains of the past. Some of those struggles might stir up hurtful memories and cause
unintentional problems in moving forward. We might nd the answer in the archives to solve the setback.
Past experiences often condition our present actions. For example, the Church of Holy Apostles and the Mediator
practiced good stewardship in storing and paying for rare architectural furnishing like the lectern. HAM also were
stewards of the money from the sale of the original Holy Apostles at 21st Street and used it to pay for our ground and
buildings. Have we expressed gratitude to Holy Apostles and the Mediator for their faithfulness in ful lling their
dream? HAM is a different community than it was in the 1950s. However, gratitude is never out of place.
When the original Holy Apostles moved, they were motivated to leave the area because an increasing Black
population moved into the south Philadelphia region. Have we brought any of those racist thoughts with us, and do
we continue that false segregation? Is this a question we need to ask ourselves?
Did anyone have “hurt feelings” because appreciation was not expressed appropriately or because members in the
wider Holy Apostles community felt discriminated against? I am not claiming this happened; it might be possible.
These comments serve as one reason for establishing an archive.
Sometimes it is good to see pictures in the archives to
realize how we have changed ourselves. In the fall, you
will have a chance to see the photos to nd out for
yourself. I plan to present ndings from Holy Apostles
Archives and comments about our past. I propose to
display an array of photographs where you might see
yourself “back then” or someone you recognize. By
chance, you might have a photograph or item you can
share at that time. An announcement will be posted
about this event.

CHA - 2021
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In Other News
Update on the Darby Mission Garden and a Call for Volunteers:
The garden is flourishing and beautiful. It is amazing how much this little plot
of land will produce this summer. To the right you can see a photo of Wyatt
with the first harvest and one of the garden itself. The garden is currently
producing mostly cucumbers, but the peppers looking good and the heirloom
tomatoes are green and doing well.
With any project one encounters barriers. One variety of tomato is
combating bottom rot. And now we must ask for some dedicated volunteers
as the garden has come up against a literal barrier - that is the chain link fence
in the back of the photo. It is no longer possible to maintain and water the
garden from the empty lot behind the Mission house. The project would
benefit from two or three volunteers who would have a key to the mission
house and could visit the garden site once a week for the next 6-8 weeks.
Rev. Doris is there every Thursday and Wyatt will continue to go at least
once a week as well. Rainy days can be skipped!
If you are interested in volunteering please contact Wyatt Delevan
at jwdelevan@gmail.com for more details so we can present Doris with a
plan to continue to care for the harvest.

Thank you for the on-going support!
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Saturday, September 10 - Good New Fiesta 5:30pm

Save the date and plan to attend a festive CHA evening at our Good News Fiesta! Enjoy
yummy Southwest appetizers (come hungry), beverages, yard games, fellowship and
old-fashioned merriment! Spread the Good News within our church community and join
in the fun as we celebrate the end of Summer and beginning of our Fall church season.
Location: Home of Linda and John Day at 422 Williams Road, Wynnewood
We look forward to seeing everyone there! If you have questions, contact Linda Day at
lindambday@gmail.com or 610-290-2860.

Sunday September 11 - Choir resumes; Retirement Coffee Hour for Paul Emmons

The choir season resumes and we say a formal thank you to our friend and organist of 20 years, Paul Emmons.
Join us at Coffee Hour to help us show Paul how much we appreciate his dedication to CHA over these last two
decades!

Sunday September 25 - Pet Blessings and Dedication of our Little Free Library
Bring your pets and join us on the lawn at 4pm for pet blessings and the dedication of our new Little Free
Library. Pets should be on leashes or in pet carriers for their safety and the safety of others. Light refreshments
of the human and canine variety will be offered.
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1020 Remington Road at Dover Road, Wynnewood, Pennsylvania 19096
Office Phone: 610-642-6617
Office Email: holyapostlespa@gmail.com
Website: www.holyapostlespa.org
Rector’s Email: james.r.stambaugh@gmail.com
Rector’s Cell: (505) 410-0672
2022 Vestry
Linda Day, Lyn DeSilets - Clerk of the Vestry, Jean-Laurent Gentile - Senior Warden,
Judi Kraft - Accounting Warden, David Lees, Toni Meiers, Peter Patton, Annette Smith, Cassie Woestman

Worship with Us
Sunday:
Family-focused Eucharist on the lawn @ 9:00 a.m.
Join us under the tent on the lawn, or listen on your FM dial from the comfort of your car in the parking lot!
Holy Eucharist Rite II @ 10:00 a.m.
Join us in person or via Live Stream on our YouTube Channel
https://holyapostlespa.org/watch/
Mondays thru Thursdays:
Morning Prayer Rite II @ 9:15 a.m.
Join us in person
Daily:
Compline @ 7:30 p.m. via Zoom
Use this link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/233415613? Passcode = love
or call into the meeting toll-free 1-888-475-4499 Callers will be promoted to enter this meeting ID: 233 415 613

Christian Education
Children:
During Spring and Summer 2022, families with children are encouraged to attend our
25-minute service on the lawn at 9am Sundays (see above)
Adults:
Bible Study - Thursdays @ 11:00 a.m. via Zoom
Use this link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/788355291? Passcode = love
or call into the meeting toll-free 1-888-475-4499 Callers will be prompted to enter this meeting ID: 788 355 291
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