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Greeters Guide and Community Library 
 
By the time you read this I’ll be on sabbatical. It’s a bit surreal, but I am so grateful for the time and space.   
 
While I’m away I want to share with you two brief documents, which may seem unrelated. The thread that connects 
them, however, is GOOD NEWS. These documents strive to partly answer the question, “How does Holy Apostles 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ with our neighbors and our community?” There are lots of answers to this 
question, of course. Here are two: First, I will share with a guide to being a Sunday Morning Greeter. This is a very 
important way and relatively painless (!!) way for anyone to share the Good News. I hope you’ll consider signing up 
for this important and fun job. Hopefully the guide below will make the scope of the task clear. Second, I’ll share 
some of my thoughts about how our new Community Library can be used a tool to share Good News.   
 

GREETER’S GUIDE 
 
Being a Greeter is one of the most important ministries at Holy Apostles. You may likely be the rst friendly face that 
a visitor sees, and your warm welcome might open someone up to becoming a new member of the church and even 
a new Christian! Greeters are on the front lines of our growing and vital parish community. Thank you so much for 
your service! 
 
General 
* Be YOU, be friendly, and be oriented toward welcoming new people and connecting them with others. Make 

sure visitors and guests have everything they need to feel at home.   
* Be alert and aware of what is going on during the service, both inside the church building and immediately 

outside.   
* Be ready to call 911, or assist in the event of an emergency or danger. Know where the rst aid kit is (narthex or 

church of ce) and where to nd the AED (of ce hallway). 
* Welcome Cart: The movable cart that says “A Place to Belong” on the front.  Should be stocked with: masks, 

hand-sanitizer, newcomer’s gifts, etc. 
 
Before & Beginning of Service (9:45am – 10:20am) 
* Put on greeter’s badge 
* Ensure the steps and sidewalk in front of church are clear of major debris (fallen tree branches, etc.). 
* Open windows and turn on fans if weather calls for it. 
* Ensure that each pew is equipped with “Doodle here,” Prayer Request cards, and Visitor Info cards. 
* Make sure both narthex doors are open.  
* Be ready to greet people, and pass out service leaflets, looking especially for: 

* Visitors – make sure to greet new people and people you don’t recognize. Introduce yourself, ask them if 
they’re visiting for the rst time. If so, tell them that if they have any questions or need anything to let you 
know at anytime during the service. THEN, give them a newcomer’s gift (found on the shelf of the 
Welcome Cart & point out the Visitor’s Card in the pew back and ask them to ll it out when they have a 
chance. 

* Families with Children – Greet children as well as parents and offer crayons and coloring pages. Be sure 
parents know children are more than welcome throughout the service. 
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     October Birthdays: 
1 Garrett Delevan  11 Robert Powers  18 Linda Hunter 
 Michael McCracken  12 Maria Klumpp   Tom Klumpp 
7 David Lees   15 Dolores Williams  20 Allison Smith Rupp 
 Bishop Daniel Gutiérrez      30 Jean Gentile 
8 Wendy Dyer-Avis  

October 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

HE = Holy 
           Eucharist 

MP = Morning 
            Prayer 

     1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Compline 

2 
17th Sunday after 

Pentecost-Proper 22 
 
 
 

9  Family Service 
10  HE Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

6 
 

 
 
 
 
 

9:15  MP Rite 2 
11  Bible Study 
7:30  Compline 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Compline 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Compline 

9 
1th Sunday after 

Pentecost-Proper 23 
 
 
 

9  Family Service 
10  HE Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

10 
 

 
 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
7:30  Property   
   Committee Mtg 
7:30  Compline 

11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

13 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9:15  MP Rite 2 
11  Bible Study 
7:30  Compline 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Compline 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Compline 

16 
19th Sunday after 

Pentecost-Proper 24 
 
 

9  Family Service 
10  MP Rite 2 
11:30  Vestry Mtg 
7:30  Compline 

17 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

18 
Feast of  
St Luke, 

Evangelist 
 

 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

19 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

20 
 

 
 
 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
11  Bible Study 
7:30  Compline 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Compline 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Compline 

23 
20th Sunday after 

Pentecost-Proper 25 
 
 
 

9  Family Service 
10  HE Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

24 
Feast of  

St James of 
Jerusalem 

 
 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

25 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

26 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
11  Bible Study 
7:30  Compline 

28 
Feast of  

St Simon and  
St Jude, Apostles 

 
 
 
 
7:30  Compline 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30  Compline 

30 
21st Sunday after 

Pentecost-Proper 26 
 
 
 

9  Family Service 
10  HE Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 

31 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9:15  MP Rite 2 
7:30  Compline 
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Calendar Notes 
F  S  

 
Our Family service con nues on Sundays at 9 . This 25-minute service is designed for our Sunday School aged 
children, but everyone is welcome to a end. It is a great op on for those who are not currently comfortable a ending 
services inside. On October 16, 23 and 30 a Family Service Morning Prayer will be offered. All services in October will 
include  short Sunday School ac vity or cra  following the service.  
 

D  O  
 
M  P  is held in the church at 9:15  every Monday through Thursday. This 15-20 minute service is an 
excellent way to start your day. Please make plans to join us as you are able! If you cannot join us in person, you can 
always hold Morning Prayer on your own beginning on p. 75 in the BCP.  
 
C  is held via Zoom every night beginning at 7:30 . The link can be found on the Realm Events Calendar, in 
the weekly Acts email, and on the back page of this newsle er. 
 

S  D   O  
 
F   S  L , E  - T , O  18  
Almighty God, who inspired your servant Luke the physician to set forth in the Gospel the love and healing power of 
your Son: Graciously con nue in your Church this love and power to heal, to the praise and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen Collect for the Feast of St Luke, BCP p. 244-245 . 
 
F   S  J   J  - M , O  24 (T ) 
Grant, O God, that, following the example of your servant James the Just, brother of our Lord, your Church may give 
itself con nually to prayer and to the reconcilia on of all who are at variance and enmity; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen Collect for the Feast of St 
James of Jerusalem, BCP p. 245 . 
 
F   S  S   S  J , A  - F , O  28 
O God, we thank you for the glorious company of the apostles, and especially on this day for Simon and Jude; and we 
pray that, as they were faithful and zealous in their mission, so we may with ardent devo on make known the love 
and mercy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen Collect for the Feast of St Simon and St Jude, Apostles, BCP p. 245  

V  C   O  
O  2 - T  R .T  J. S   

O  9 - T  R . E  Z -R   

O  23 - T  R . D  R  G   

O  30 - T  R . M  M C   

*O  O  16        M  P , R  2,   T  M  
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Project Share 
Located at 7200 Chestnut Street, Upper Darby  

Project Share Liaison - Kim Robinson 

 

Cassie Woestman, Outreach Chairperson, contact info: 
Email: grammysqrd@gmail.com 

Phone/Text: 610-608-5440 

All About Outreach 

In order to meet the changing needs of the Project Share clients, beginning on Tuesday, October 11, and continuing 
every other Tuesday through December, we will be changing from Lunches to Dinners. 
 
The need for apples, sweets and coffee remain unchanged. However, for the main dish we are looking for volunteers to 
make casseroles. We need enough to feed 18-20 people. The actual dish is chef’s choice - whatever you would like to 
make. Some suggestions are: Macaroni & Cheese (with or without ground beef); Lasagna; Chicken and Rice; Ground 
Beef and Rice, Beef Noodle Casserole, etc. You can even mix and match casseroles - or team up with a friend and each 
make a casserole for 10 people. 
 
Food needs to be ready in time for delivery on Tuesdays at 3:30pm. You do not have to make delivery yourself. Some-
one from the Outreach team can arrange to pick up the food and deliver to Project Share. 
 
There are open dates in October, November and December! To sign up for all or any part of dinner provision for a 
given week, talk to Cassie or Katie, or use our SignUpGenius page. 
 

Links to our SignUpGenius pages can be found in the weekly Acts email OR  
you can go to SignUpGenius.com/ ndasignup and enter the church email address  

(holyapostlespa@gmail.com) in the “Search for a Sign Up” box  

Once again this year we will be looking to provide Advent Bags to the clients of Project Share. We will be lling 20-25 
bags. The bags themselves are already provided. These are the primary items we’ll be looking for to ll the bags: 
 

· Fanny packs 
· Hand Warmers 
· Foot Warmers 
· Men’s thermal underwear in sizes Large and Extra Large 
· Women’s thermal underwear in sizes Medium, Large, and Extra Large 
· Men’s regular underwear in sizes Large and Extra Large 
· Women’s regular underwear in sizes 7 to 10 
· Personal care items such as: 

* Toothbrushes     * Travel size hand sanitizer 
* Toothpaste     * Soap 
* Deodorant     * Washcloths 
* Travel size shampoo, conditioner  * Hairbrush/comb 
* Travel size skin lotions    * Lip balm 

 * Travel size mouthwash (no alcohol)  * Wet wipes 
 
It’s never too early to get a head start on shopping! Advent begins on Sunday, November 27. We’ll be collecting items 
from now through Thanksgiving. If you are purchasing online you can choose to ship items to the church. Please mark 
the package as Attention: Outreach. Thanks! 

ADVENT BAGS 

MEALS 
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Greeters Guide & Community Library (cont. from p.1) 

DARBY MISSION FOOD GIVEAWAY 

* Rain, sleet, hail, or snow, leave both doors open for at least 20 minutes after service begins. Be ready to welcome 
latecomers. If at all possible, leave both doors open during the entire service for the sake of passers-by. You never 
know what impact you might have. In the early 4th century, a young man named Augustine happened to walk by a 
church with open doors and heard beautiful music coming from inside. Stopping to listen for a moment, he also 
heard the Scripture being read aloud and the sermon. He credited that random encounter as the reason he 
became a Christian. Augustine, now known as St. Augustine, became one of the most important and proli c 
Christian writers the Church has ever known--all because of an open door.    

 
During Service 
* Sit toward back of the room and remain alert for latecomers or for guests or others who might need your 

assistance. 
* During Gospel Reading or Sermon discreetly count those in attendance and write down on attendance sheet (found 

in narthex). 
* After Offertory Sentence pass the offering plate down each pew.   
* At the Doxology, bring offering plate up to the altar and either hand to Priest or to Acolyte/Chalice Bearer. As you 

are exiting the altar area, close communion rail gate. Exit through the sacristy.   
 
After Service 
* If there are any visitors, make sure they are introduced to the Rector or a Vestry Person. 
* Close windows and turn off fans. 
* Put attendance sheet in the Rector’s Box in the Church Of ce. 
* THANK YOU for your presence and ministry!!!! 

 
MAKING OUR LITTLE FREE LIBRARY ABOUT GOOD NEWS 

 
* Our Library is a curated one. The overall purpose is to have it as an extension of our love for our neighborhood and 

our hospitality to our neighbors.   
* Non-religious books are ne, but if a book is religious, let’s make sure it aligns with the types of things our 

community wants to say about God. Good baselines for this are the Apostle’s Creed and the Nicene Creed.   
* Our book selection should look like our neighborhood. Students at Penn Wynne elementary speak 14 different 

languages. Spanish, Chinese, German, Japanese, and Korean are some common languages spoken in our 
neighborhood, so let’s strive to have a selection of books in those languages - if you happen to see second hand 
books in these languages, pick them up! 

* Let’s always have some Bibles and some Books of Common Prayer. 
* We’re working on a bookmark that simply shares How to Use the Book of Common Prayer. 
* Every book will have a “gift of” sticker, and an info card stuck inside that shares with people when our services are 

and how to contact us. 
* We’ll keep a selection of tracts and brochures explaining who we are, what we do, and inviting people to 

participate.   
* A really good children’s section on the bottom shelf is key. About 50 kids and their parents troop by our community 

library every week day.   
 
What else?  What are your ideas for making our Community Library a resource for sharing the Good News of God in 
Christ?  

Between now and October 18th we will be collecting boxes of Honey Nut Cheerios and any 
flavor of Pop Tarts. We are also continuing to collect Celebration Cake Kits (or Birthday 
Blessing Boxes - depending on which alliteration you prefer!) Each kit should contain:  

cake mix; cake frosting; 12 oz can of lemon-lime soda (replaces eggs and oil);  
candles; sprinkles; and a card all placed in a single-use baking pan. 
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Connecting with Each Other 
The Good News Fiesta lived up to its name as a 
joyous and festive event!   During a beautiful evening, 30 
members of the congregation reconnected, shared stories and 
played a pinata game while feasting on Southwest food and 
beverages.  Though we may be rather biased, Episcopalians 
sure know how to enjoy a party!   
 
Shout-outs go to David Lees for some exceptional tequila taste 
testing, and to those who provided delicious appetizers and 
desserts.  And, a special thank you to Nora who was a 
wonderful helper in assisting with the catered food set up and 
passing of Lyn’s yummy cupcakes.    
 
During the party Fr. James shared the importance of gathering, 
reconnecting and experiencing fellowship as we move forward 

together in building our congregation for the future. He emphasized sharing the Good 
News with all members, friends and acquaintances as an essential component to grow our 
church. Fr. James enthusiastically urged members to volunteer for the critical role of 
greeters (ushers) so every visitor who walks through our doors receives a warm welcome 
and experiences the Church of the Holy Apostles as a place to belong. If you want to help 
with this point of first contact with visitors to Holy Apostles, please reach out to me at 
lindambday@gmail.com or (610) 290-2860 and I’d be happy to get you started! 
 
Thank you to Suzanne Lees who shared in the planning process for the Fiesta, and thanks 
to all who attended.  It was a pleasure for John and I to host the event! 
 
Linda Day, Good News Committee Chair 

You are invited to join our community online through Realm Connect - a private, secure 
platform for information, communication and conversation with the Holy Apostles family 
that is not public or connected with any established social media platforms. Realm is your 
best source for the parish directory and will be the principal means by which information will 
be shared electronically in the coming year. Don’t miss out on important announcements, 
service opportunities, outreach needs and fellowship events. 

In the parish directory, you can include a picture of yourself and/or your family as well as ensuring your information is 
always complete and accurate. Realm has additional features including the ability for you to track your giving and to 
participate in stewardship campaigns. 

Each adult member, as well as any children with parental consent, should establish their own accounts in Realm and 
manage their notification and communication preferences individually.  Our goal is to have 100% of our membership 
engaged in the platform by the end of 2022. 

To get started on your Realm account, or for help with an existing account, please contact Jean Gentile 
at jean@thegentiles.com or 484-269-0622. 

Please join us in offering a warm Holy Apostles style welcome to our interim 
organist Jamie Wilcutts. Jamie did some fill-in work for us while Paul Emmons was 
recovering from a car accident this summer and he has now agreed to continue 
weekly through the Christmas season. 

When asked to share something non-musical about himself, Jamie says: “My life is 
wrapped up in music, whether its performance or its composition.”  You can 
sample some of Jamie’s work by searching for Secular Liturgies on YouTube. 

Jamie also admits to an interest in Sci-Fi, especially that of HG Wells, and in 
Analytic Psychology and the works for Carl Jung. So if you’re not musically inclined, 
perhaps those topics can jump start some conversations with our new virtuoso. 

Either way, stop by the organ console and say hello! Or join the choir and work 
with him every week! 
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Winter Book Study  
Book: A Post-Covid Catechesis by Victor Lee Austin 
Where: Fireside in the Memorial Room 
When: Following coffee hour on January 22, 29 and February 5 
 

You might remember this title from James’ vacation book reading list that was published 
in the July newsletter. Here’s what he said about the book at that time: 
 
This may not count as summer reading because it is a book review assignment for The Living 
Church magazine. At least it’s short, clocking in at 88 pages. Austin is an Episcopal priest and 
the theologian-in-residence at a large parish in Dallas, TX. This book is written for a general 
audience, and I think it is going to be very good. Austin lifts up four theological points that he 
believes every Christian needs to be reminded of at this time (whether it’s post-COVID or not): 
God as Creator, sin, how God is active in the mess, and how Jesus shows what a real human being 
is. I’ll let you (and the readership of The Living Church) know how it is, but why take my word for it? This is a good 
one to pick up yourself.   
 
James liked it well enough to want to share it with all of us. Plan to join us, won’t you? 

 

Pick up a copy from your favorite bookseller,  or you can purchase one from the office (10 copies on order) 

What? It’s only October? These things take planning! Your Sunday School team (Peter Patton, Michelle 
Gallagher and Joe Zorc) needs to know who will be participating in this year’s pageant.  

The scheduled date for the pageant is Sunday, December 18th, the 4th Sunday of Advent. 

There are plenty of ways to participate: a speaking part, a non-speaking part, joining the choir for the 
carols, helping with rehearsals and a myriad of duties behind the scenes.  

If your child is interested in participating, or if you have skills to offer (even if you’re not the parent of a 
Sunday School child), please get in touch with the team either at the 9AM service or via email. Or contact 
the office and Katie will pass along your information. 

Peter: pmpatton307@gmail.com; Michelle: chelle828@aol.com; Joe: zorc@chop.edu 
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Reflections on a Pilgrimage by Katie Gentile 
HOW DOES ONE DESCRIBE A TRIP SUCH AS THIS ONE? What do you talk about? What should I 
emphasize? The long plane ride to parts unknown? The uncertainty of nding your travel companions and guide in a 
strange airport? The concerns about meeting new people and living in close quarters for two weeks? The unrelenting 
heat wave that provided us with heat indexes above 105° F throughout the rst week of our trip? The amazing food, 
including hummus like you’ve never had before? Ice cream cones before 10AM church (something for CHA to adopt, 
perhaps)? Fresh pomegranate juice on most every corner? The joys of frosty mint lemonade? Finding out that one of 
your travel companions was a student of your dad’s at Villanova? The heartbreaking political mess that is Israel? 
Touching stone that has been around for thousands of years – literally seeing, touching, experiencing places where 
Jesus actually lived and walked? Hearing the prayers and hymns we all know by heart simultaneously spoken and sung 
in English and Arabic? Climbing desert hills to watch the sunrise and celebrate Holy Eucharist? Hiking down from the 
Mount of Olives towards Jerusalem following Jesus’ path on the original Palm Sunday? Walking the stations of the cross 
through the walled city of old Jerusalem? It's hard to know how to share about this kind of experience to one who hasn’t 
been there. The sheer volume of sites seen and things learned continues to overwhelm me even after having left the Holy 
Land itself. 
 
We spent 12 days seeing the world as Jesus saw it. We visited Bethlehem where he was born; we saw Shepherds’ Field 
where the angel announced good tiding of great joy to those abiding in the elds with their flocks by night; we spent 3 
nights in Nazareth where Jesus spent his formative years and perhaps went to work with this father, Joseph, to learn the 
skills of a master builder. We traveled through Galilee and Jericho and made multiple trips into the Old City of Jerusalem.  
 
Jesus was everywhere – we felt his presence at the renewal of baptismal vows by the Jordan River and in a room that 
might have been the very upper room where Jesus appeared to his disciples after the resurrection. We saw where the 
risen Lord made breakfast for Peter and the others after telling them to cast their nets to the right side of the boat after a 
night of fruitless shing. And the place where Jesus asked Peter three times – Peter, do you love me? 
 
As we traveled to different places throughout the old city of Jerusalem, Bethlehem, the West Bank, Jericho and Nazareth, 
we took turns reading Bible passages that directly related to the sites we were visiting. In Shepherd’s Field, where 
shepherds would have watched their flocks by night, we read from Luke 2:8-20: 
 

8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the elds, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terri ed. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy 
for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will 
be a sign for you: you will nd a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them, 19 and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just 
as it had been told them. 

 
Near the Mount of Beatitudes Fr. Matthew Dayton-Welch - unbeknownst 
to most of us - climbed up to an outcropping in the rock and read to us 
from Matthew 5:3-11, much as Jesus would have done to the crowds 
below him: 
 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be lled. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children 
of God. 

Fr. Matthew Dayton-Welch reading the beatitudes from 
a grotto about 30 feet above where we were standing 
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10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. 

 
In Jericho, at the sight of a sycamore tree, I got to read this passage from Luke 19 where Zacchaeus climbed into the 
tree to be able to see Jesus as he passed by: 
 

1 He [Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was 
there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was 
rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the 
crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran 
ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going 
to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and 
said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your 
house today.” 6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome 
him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be 
the guest of one who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to 
the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor, 
and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times 
as much.” 9 Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 
house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man 
came to seek out and to save the lost.” 
 

And at Caesarea Philippi, in the Hermon River Springs National Park in the 
Golan Heights of Israel where these springs feed into the Jordan River, we 
heard from this passage – Matthew 16:13-20: 
 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that 
the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are 
the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

 
And this is a question that came up again and again throughout the pilgrimage: Who do you say that Jesus is? Who are 
you? What is your purpose in life? And who is Jesus in your life? Bishop Daniel reminded us often that if we could 
answer “Who is Jesus in your life?” then the answer to the other questions fall into place. 

   

(Continued on next page) 

A sycamore tree in Jericho 
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That afternoon in Caesarea Philippi, there was yet another hike up another rocky hillside to see another old site. This 
time it was the Temple of Pan. I just did not have it in me and so I, along with 2 or 3 others, stayed below and wandered 
about separately in the lower places. I found a lovely, shaded spot with a stone wall by the streams of the Hermon River.  
 
And while sitting in the shade and listening to 
the water flowing by I found myself pondering 
the question – who is Jesus in my life? The 
simple answer, of course, is that Jesus is my 
redeemer. Through Him I have eternal life. He 
is the Lord of my life.  
 
But is he? 
 
I watched the stream for some time. And most 
of the rocks, pebbles, stones, whatever – were 
completely covered by the water, totally 
immersed. But there were a few that had parts 
above the water. For some it was barely a 
square inch, for others it was nearly half the 
rock. And if we use the analogy of us being the 
rocks and Jesus being the stream – I am 
de nitely one of those rocks that has parts  
sticking out of the water. And that means to me  
that I believe in who Jesus is – I know my need for him, I know what he has done for me – but there are still parts of my 
life, or moments in my daily life, where I still try to do it on my own.  
 
And I think I know more than a few people in my life who are the fully submerged stones. Which may or may not be true 
as we all have struggles that others are unaware of.  
 
But here’s the thing – when the Spring thaw happens, and the snow melt runs off of the mountain into these springs of 
the Hermon River – the water rushes by so fast you cannot hear yourself think or speak. The water levels rise and all the 
rocks are submerged – the water overflows its banks.  
 
To me – this represents times when I become so overwhelmed with life – when things take over and Jesus is there to 
sweep me up and carry me through. Sometimes it feels overwhelming but the end result is good and positive and safe - 
even if I would rather have not gone through the flood, or the result wasn’t what I thought I would have wanted. 
 
And yet, when the water recedes, I still nd myself holding back.  
 
God knows it all. Jesus is aware of everything I have every done, said, thought… And yet I still try to hide parts of myself. 
If not from him, from other people. But I have to ask myself, how could Jesus use my stories to help others? They were 
dif cult times But we’ve been seen through to the other side… 
 
So what I’ve brought back from this trip – besides new friendships, new experiences, new insights – is a desire and 
commitment to put Jesus as Lord over my entire life. To take the scary risks and see where God would have me go. And 
know that whatever happens, Jesus holds me in the palm of His hand and I am safe and His and forgiven and loved. 
 
And also to remember that although in Caesarea Philippi Jesus warned his disciples not to tell anyone he was the 
Messiah, after the resurrection his message was exactly the opposite. (Matthew 28:16-20) 
 

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw 
him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

 
Go out into all the world and proclaim Jesus is Lord. He is with me and you and each one of us… always. 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflections, continued 

My idyllic view while others hiked in the hot, hot sun 
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In 2023, Bishop Daniel will be leading another pilgrimage to the Holy Land from March 15th to the 28th. The pilgrimage is 
$3,700 per person plus airfare, insurance and incidentals. Registration is now open.  
 

To register, contact the Rev. Canon Matthew Dayton-Welch, Canon for the Holy Land,  
at rector@stalbansnewtownsquare.org or via phone at (610) 356-0459.  

 
If you are able, I strongly encourage you to make this journey yourself. You will be changed. If you have any questions 
about the trip, Jean and I would be happy to try to answer them for you. 
 
Finally, there is some question about the validity of certain places as the exact place where a particular event occurred. 
Did we visit the actual upper room? Or just a place nearby that is highly representative of the place where the 
resurrected Christ appeared to his disciples? There are certainly well-known questions about the exact location of the 
town of Emmaus, where Jesus appeared to two disciples as they walked along the road (Luke 24:13-35). I offer the 
following – from https://www.seetheholyland.net/ -  regarding the problem of identifying the “real” Emmaus: 
 
A lesson from elusive Emmaus? (https://www.seetheholyland.net/emmaus/) 
 
The inability to identify the site of Emmaus with certainty, despite Luke’s 
richly detailed narrative, may leave devotees as downcast as the two 
disciples on the road. They may be consoled by two compensating factors: 
 
· The commemorative “Emmaus” sites at Amwas, Abu Ghosh and El-

Qubeibeh, even if not authentic, are all attractive places to reflect on the 
message of the Gospel story. 

 
· Perhaps the elusive nature of Emmaus offers its own lesson —  

that what happened on that day is more important than where it 
happened, and that encounters with the risen Christ are not 
con ned to one time or place.  

Join the 2023 Diocesan Holy Land Pilgrimage 

The 2022 Diocesan Holy Land Pilgrims 
Left to Right: Iyad Qumri (our intrepid guide); The Rev. Canon Shawn Wamsley; Art De La Cruz (Bishop Daniel’s best friend);  

Paul Cleveland; The Rev. James Stambaugh; Katelyn Grubb; The Rev. William (Bill) Rex; Jean Gentile;  
The Rev. Canon Kirk Berlenbach; Anne Trumpler; me; Marty Trumpler; The Rev. Canon Matthew Dayton-Welch; Robert Schantz; 

Dana Hall; Patricia Grif th; Doug Horner; Jill Duink; Liz Swain; The Rev. Canon Jordan Casson; The Rev. Peter Carey;  
Carolyn McKenna; The Right Rev. Daniel Gutiérrez; Roberta Torian 

“The Walk to Emmaus”,  
by Gemälde von Robert Zünd (Wikimedia) 
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1020 Remington Road at Dover Road, Wynnewood, Pennsylvania 19096 

 

Office Phone: 610-642-6617 
Office Email: holyapostlespa@gmail.com 

Website: www.holyapostlespa.org 

 

Rector’s Email: james.r.stambaugh@gmail.com 
Rector’s Cell:  (505) 410-0672 

 
2022 Vestry 

Linda Day, Lyn DeSilets - Clerk of the Vestry, Jean-Laurent Gentile - Senior Warden,  
Judi Kraft - Accounting Warden, David Lees, Toni Meiers, Peter Patton, Annette Smith, Cassie Woestman 

 

Worship with Us 
 

Sunday:  
Family-focused Service on the lawn @ 9:00 a.m. 

Join us under the tent on the lawn - Coffee and Donuts included! 
Holy Eucharist Rite II @ 10:00 a.m. 

Join us in person or via Live Stream on our YouTube Channel 
https://holyapostlespa.org/watch/ 

 

Mondays thru Thursdays:  
Morning Prayer Rite II @ 9:15 a.m. 

Join us in person 
 

Daily:  
Compline @ 7:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Use this link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/233415613?   Passcode = love   
or call into the meeting toll-free  1-888-475-4499  Callers will be promoted to enter this meeting ID: 233 415 613  

 
 

Christian Education 
 

 

Children: 
For Fall 2022, families with children are encouraged to attend our  

25-minute service on the lawn at 9am Sundays which will include a brief, fun and topical Sunday School Lesson! 
 

Adults: 
Bible Study - Thursdays @ 11:00 a.m. via Zoom 

Use this link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/788355291?    Passcode = love  
or call into the meeting toll-free 1-888-475-4499 Callers will be prompted to enter this meeting ID: 788 355 291  


