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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Outdoor Sunday Family Services continued in 2022. The Sunday 9 a.m. service included a homily 
directed at children and gave them a chance to participate in the service. Fr. James used many props to 
enliven the service, and often inspired mirth and dialogue. 

During the sabbatical of Fr. James, 9 a.m. Family Services continued. Morning Prayer was offered, with a 
Sunday School class offered after the service. 

With the return of Fr. James from his sabbatical around Thanksgiving, Family Services moved indoors. 
The tent, which served so well, was washed, and taken down. The 9 a.m. service continues to be a 
favorite of families and adults with a busy Sunday. 

Advent in 2022 brought a return of an in-person Christmas Pageant. Although Michelle Gallagher was 
working on the day of the Pageant, she helped Joe Zorc take on the role of Pageant producer by 
attending the Saturday rehearsal. The children’s cast included Jack Bellis, Garrett Delevan, Wyatt 
Delevan, Emma Gallagher, Jamison Grant, Libby McCracken, Mabel McCracken, Anna McGhee, Margaret 
McGhee, Carolyn McGhee, Ed Stambaugh, Nora Stambaugh, and Sara Zorc. Michelle Gallagher and Joe 
Zorc also deserve special thanks for their work leading Sunday School classes and Family Services. 

Adult education classes have been held weekly on Thursdays throughout the year. Thomas Swain, a 
faithful participant, provided the following report: 

We have found excitement in reading books of the Bible. One of us reads a small part of the 
chapter and openly reflects on its meaning. We might pay attention to the words or images we 
hear. We feel safe sharing those thoughts with others. Father James brings a depth of wisdom 
and facts to support or challenge us in our thinking and sharing. We have read books in the Old 
and New Testaments. Currently, we are reading through the Gospel of John. We gather via Zoom 
(link available in Acts of the Apostles) every Thursday at 11 AM for an hour. We hope you will 
consider joining us. You might find your life changing from these regular encounters with the 
Bible and with fellow congregants. You don't need prior knowledge or experience to share in the 
fellowship. Your presence could make a lovely contribution to our fellowship. Contact Thomas 
Swain, Lisa Ferreri, Nancy Haas, Margaret Paschal, Katie Gentile, or Fr. James if you have any 
questions. Any of our group would be happy to speak with you. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Peter Patton 
Christian Education Ministry Chair 
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FELLOWSHIP 

We entered 2022 still exploring the great “Coffee Hour Experiment.”  The church was trying to have 
parishioners sign up and support a coffee event for both the 9:00am service and the 10:00am service. By 
the end of the summer, the Vestry and Fellowship Team decided to support the early service through 
the delivery of coffee and doughnuts and reverted to the more traditional Coffee Hour for the 10:00 am 
service.  An enormous and special thanks to Judy Jervis for her flexibility and stalwart support of 
fellowship through coffee and sweets. 

This summer, with the lessening of COVID, also saw the return of Friday Happy Hours!  We again began 
meeting one Friday a month on the front lawn to raise and share snacks and spirits. 

The following events were supported through Fellowship in 2022: 

 April: 
o Sunday, 17th:  Easter Egg Hunt 
o Sunday, 17th:  Special Easter Coffee Hour 

 June: 
o Sunday, 11th: Picnic Cancelled for weather 
o Friday, 24th: The Return of Happy Hour 

 July: 
o Friday, 29th: Happy Hour 

 August: 
o Friday, 28th: Happy Hour 

 September: 
o Saturday, 10th: Joint event with Good News, The Fiesta 
o Sunday, 18th: Farewell to Paul Emmons Coffee Hour 

 November: 
o Wednesday, 23rd: Thanksgiving Eve Reception 

 December: 
o Sunday, 4th: St. Nick’s visit 
o Sunday, 10th: Reception for the Bishop’s Visit 
o Friday, 16th: Caroling with after party at the Zorcs. 

 

If you would like to provide leadership in reviving or hosting a new fellowship event, please coordinate 
with the Chair of the Fellowship Ministry. 

Respectfully submitted, 
David Lees 
Fellowship Ministry Chair 
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FINANCE 

Positives 

• Although financial statements show a deficit for the year, we ended ahead of budget. 

• Managed expenses and accomplished several property-related issues at lower cost than 
expected (e.g., retaining wall, front doors, rectory painting and lighting, remaining flooring) 

• Did not utilize annual approved draw from the endowment; will use for projects deferred to 
2023. 

• Congregational giving achieved budgeted level despite reduced attendance and rector 
sabbatical. 

• Completed diocesan-required self-audit with assistance of knowledgeable consultant. 

• Initiated transition to new accounting platform as part of Realm; improved functionality more 
conducive to church management. 

Some reasons for caution/concern 

• Congregational giving lower than prior year; decreasing number of pledging units. 

• Expenses expected to increase in 2023 with flat pledged income. 

• Strain on human capacity to carry out goals and necessary business of the church. 

• Reliance on volunteerism among a small group of individuals. 

• Reduced endowment balance - unfavorable market returns in 2022. 

• Reversed the market gains during 2021 (approx. $125,000); current balance $666,509, 
consistent with December, 2020 level. 

Final deficit of ($15,927) as compared to budgeted ($18,369); would have been $14k surplus if 
endowment draw taken.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Judi Kraft 
Finance Ministry Chair 
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GOOD NEWS  

It is exciting to reflect on our accomplishments of the past year, but also to begin a new calendar year 
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ into our wonderful community. We work hand in hand with Fr. 
James, Katie, and the other church ministries to plan and promote events, encouraging members to share 
their faith, and invite others to church. The team is also responsible for our Greeters to facilitate the 
welcoming of guests and potential new members to our services. We help visitors and prospective 
members become connected in the parish and experience CHA as truly a place to belong.   

As we move into 2023, Please consider offering your dreams, talents and passion to the Good News 
Ministry and help in growing our church community.  

Greeters: 
Fr. James has called for members to volunteer in the critical role of Greeter to ensure a warm 
welcome to visitors who attend our services.  Being a Greeter is one of the most important 
ministries at Holy Apostles. You may likely be the first friendly face that a visitor sees, and your 
warm welcome might open someone to becoming a new Christian, or even a new member of 
CHA! Please consider volunteering your time and talents to be a Greeter in 2023. The Good News 
team is available to help you learn the simple duties of this ministry, and a full Greeter Manual is 
available in the narthex. 

  
Events in 2022: 
 Classical Music Concert - April 3rd  
 Overbrook Park Community Day - June 11th 
 Good News Fiesta – September 10th 

Pet blessing and Dedication of our Little Free Library – September 25th 
 

Activities in 2022: 
 Promotion of Holy Week Services, other services and events via Patch and Facebook 
 CHA Crest Magnets – Where in the world is the CHA crest?  No matter how far you travel, you 

always have a place to belong at Holy Apostles.   
 CHA coffee mugs - included in our Visitor bags, along with Apostle’s Cup coffee! 
 Promotion of Christmas eve and day services with 20 reusable yard signs. Thanks to all who 

displayed signs in their yards! 
 Filling Welcome/Visitor, Prayer Request and Doodle Cards in the Pews  
 Welcome Bags for new visitors and special guests 
 Welcome note from the vestry for every Welcome Bag 

  

Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Day 
Good News Ministry Chair  
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OUTREACH 

We have had a busy and productive year in our Outreach Programs!  

 Darby Mission: Monthly Food Pantry drops, Backpacks filled with school supplies plus, summer program 
equipment for Darby Rec on request. We will be sponsoring a Darby Lasagna Dinner on March 
7,2023. 

  

 Darby Garden: conceived and executed by Wyatt Delavan for his Eagle Scout program  
  

 Darby Free Library: We have delivered hundreds of free children’s books (with CHA gift labels) for Park 
Lane Elementary school. 

  

 Project Share: Homemade casserole dinners are the hit of the season. Advent Bags happily received 
and contained items on the wish list drawn up to best reflect the needs of clients. 

  

 SOUPtacular: Hearty soup with bread and butter, treat, fruit, and hot beverages for five days before 
Christmas. 

  

Looking forward to getting back to projects we did not complete this year. 
 Building cork birdhouses 
 Getting KIDS books to Darby police for distribution on their daily patrols 
  
NEW for 2023 
 At the Annual Meeting we will be distributing the first of our 2023 Quarterly Calendars which will outline 

upcoming Outreach projects and collection items such as monthly pantry requests, Darby Dinner 
dates, and Project Share lunches.  

  
Respectfully submitted, 
Cassie B. Woestman  
Outreach Ministry Chair 
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PROPERTY  

The Property Ministry oversees the maintenance of the parish’s buildings and grounds. They also 
represent the parish in relationships with the various building tenants. 
  
We were pleased that all our tenants continued to rent space with us in 2022. Little Friends Day Care 
continues to utilize a large portion of the church facilities. Significant church resources are required to 
meet the needs of this tenant, but the rent is a substantial part of our budget. The Philadelphia Bible 
Reformed Church (PBRC) continues to prosper using our sanctuary, parish hall and kitchen facilities to 
enhance their worship and fellowship. We have also been blessed to have good tenants in our apartment. 
Several renewals and amendments to leases were made in 2022. 
  
Other 2022 Accomplishments:  

 Selection and management of a new Janitorial Service 
 Rebuilding of the retaining wall at the front/left side of church, including reseeding and 

replacement of the dying boxwoods with Liriope. 
 Replacing the locks and threshold at the main church doors in the Narthex. 
 Installing new shelving in the right-side room of the narthex for both PBRC storage and Holy 

Apostles’ outreach collection. 
 Installation of a Community Sharing Library 
 Completion of the flooring installation in the vesting area, and downstairs landing.  
 Repair of the Organ 
 Renovation of the bathrooms in the rectory 
 Exterior painting of the rectory 
 Replacement of exterior lighting at the rectory 

  
In addition, there are daily maintenance activities such as lightbulb replacement, fire alarm inspections, 
interaction with janitorial and lawn services, pest inspections, etc. 
  
The property chair would like to acknowledge and thank the members (John Day, Meg Delevan, Dan 
Dugan, Deb Dupre, Tom Forker, Jean Gentile, Paul Hughes, Jim and Judy Jervis, Judi Kraft, Drew Meiers, 
and JT Wertz) for their tireless dedication and work in maintaining and improving our church home. 
  
Respectfully submitted,  
Annette Smith  
Property Ministry Chair 
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TECHNOLOGY 

Technology continues to be an important part of the functioning of operations and ministries at Holy 
Apostles. In 2022, the technology team: 
  
 Provided livestreaming options for all of our main services as we minister to our church family within 

the immediate neighborhood and beyond 
 Purchased an additional wireless microphone to provide more options within our church services 
 Installed updated equipment and selected a new internet package to better meet our current needs 
 Upgraded our Wi-Fi system to better serve our friends and guests in the Parish Hall, and extended 

reliable service into the Memorial and Choir rooms 
 Expanded the use of Realm in several ministry areas, increased the number of registered users and 

continue to seek to help those who need assistance getting started with this parish communication 
tool. 

 Implemented a system to broadcast the outdoor Family Service over the FM radio band for those who 
needed to attend from their car in the parking lot. 

  
In the coming year we will be considering improvements to the sound system for recording and broadcast 
of the organ and choir and facilitating the implementation of an updated accounting system.  
  
What we need: 
  
 New Tech Ministry volunteers to serve as livestream technicians for Sunday and special weekday 

services. 
 New Tech Ministry advisors who have the background and knowledge to help guide us in our effective 

and responsible use of technology in meeting various ministry needs. 
 Input from any and all members of our church family with questions or requests regarding ways in 

which we can assist them in accessing the ministries and activities of Church of the Holy Apostles. 
 
Thank you to Joe Zorc and David Lees for their service in this ministry. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Jean Gentile 
Tech Ministry Chair 
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WORSHIP 

###Report from the Worship Team is on its way### 

 

Compline has been held regularly throughout 2023 and Lisa Ferreri has provided the following report: 

What a pleasure it is to let you know what Compline is at Holy Apostles, what we do there, how 
it fits into the goals of Holy Apostles, and what you may enjoy from it should you pop in. 

Every single evening at 7:30pm our Church hosts Compline on Zoom. Even if only one of us shows 
up, we go through the approximately 7 or so minutes of prayer for anyone who wants to end 
their day in these uncertain times with prayer and fellowship. The prayers are organized in 
liturgical fashion as all our praying is, there is the Confession, The Lord’s Prayer, the Psalm which 
is all familiar to you. What may not be familiar is the time when we pray for the concerns we 
each bring to the evening. A person attending may be silent at this time, but interestingly few 
ever are. Most people who attend, whether it be once in a while or every night, particularly enjoy 
this time to pray out loud for the things that are in their hearts and on their minds. We pray for 
each others’ family members, for the Church, for our Bishops, for our Rector, for each of you 
sometimes individually as well as collectively. We pray for friends and issues of the day in the 
news. We also pray the Parish Cycle of prayer each night. It’s quite personal. 

So, are we a prayer group? Yes, but not only that. We talk about current movies, Prince Harry, 
the history of the church, the weather, the democracy, grandchildren, trends in education, and 
it’s the only place I know where you can see Lyn’s Siamese cats, Nancy’s grand-doodle Alfie, and 
the antics of Suzanne and David’s Reese’s live on camera.  Are we a clique? We most certainly 
are not. Some of us have met together nightly for the last few years, but some people come and 
go at no particular pace. One thing is for certain, we are thrilled when someone new joins us for 
the evening whether they are a member of Holy Apostles or not. We’re hoping you will stop by 
when you have time. We know it’s a busy time for many. It’s an important part of our Church, 
and we’d welcome your presence from time to time. Compline is a beautiful and frequent way of 
saying to each other and to anyone near or far, old or young, disabled or mobile, known or new 
that we welcome everyone every single day of the year. Please let your family members who 
don’t know how easy it is to pray and chat with others know that we are here. Let your friends 
and neighbors know too. Not everyone who can get on zoom can get to church on a Sunday 
morning. It’s an alternative and an adjunct to our mission statement that we are a place to 
belong. We’d love to see you, You don’t have to commit to anything at all. You don’t even have 
to be on camera. But rest assured you will be among friends! 


